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Introduction
In the framework of the EU funded project “My Heritage! My Identity!” and the FrenchPalestinian decentralized cooperation between Grenoble and Bethlehem, a closing
event in the form of an international symposium was organized in Palestine.
The objective of the symposium was to foster collective reflection and exchanges about
heritage preservation and promotion. The symposium program included seminars,
roundtables, workshops, and discussions. These were recorded for broadcasting on social
media platforms to enable further discussions and interaction about Palestinian heritage
preservation and promotion. The symposium outcomes will form the basis to find common
grounds and ideas for improved national social cohesion, and to foster relationships
between Palestinian actors and their counterparts in the region, Europe, and globally.
Local and international actors, practitioners, and academics on heritage and citizenship
issues participated in the symposium.
This symposium on Palestinian heritage advocated for a participatory approach to
the preservation and promotion of heritage, decentralized cooperation, and the
widespread dissemination of the results of the “My Heritage! My Identity!” project.
Five key topics were identified for discussion: I) heritage and education; II) cooperation
for cultural heritage protection; III) national legal frameworks, registry, and current
challenges; IV) heritage preservation and promotion in the Arab world; and V) the role
of civil society in heritage preservation and promotion in Europe.

Heritage and Education

Palestinian Heritage in Young
Hands: to Know, Care, and Act
Mays Salsa’ | Centre for Cultural Heritage
Preservation Bethlehem, Palestine

As part of its community partnership
efforts and programs, the Center
for Cultural Heritage Preservation
in Bethlehem contributed to the “My
Heritage! My Identity!” project by
publishing a guide of the awareness
resources identified in this project.
Entitled Palestinian heritage in young
hands: to know, care, and act, the guide
aims to help the local community to
develop knowledge and understanding
of heritage, the dangers that threaten
it, ways to preserve heritage, and
encourage the community to participate
in its protection.
This guide targets those working in the field of heritage or involved in it such as
decision makers, the local community, and students. It gives explanations to
assist teachers or supervisors in implementing awareness tools or institutional
activities. The guide also seeks to share the technology and resources produced
during the project as a springboard to build activities related to Palestinian
heritage, and to develop new educational and educational approaches that
empower individuals to support heritage.
The project activities included performances of four traditional songs, four wall
murals, the publication of an exhibition booklet, and info-graphics on Palestinian
heritage topics such as dry stone fences, the olive tree, and holy shrines. Board
games and short films were also produced. These resources and the guide
contributed to creating a sense of cooperation, the sharing of ideas, and creating
links between the past and the present for the target groups.

Educational Resources Produced During
“My Heritage! My Identity!” Project
Haneen Khairy and Renad Al-Qubaj | Tamer Institute
Ramallah, Palestine

The Tamer Institute works with young people on oral history. It participated in the
“My Heritage! My Identity!” project to enhance the cultural heritage of Palestine
with a focus on children and youth, and was able to benefit from earlier research
on the topic.
The Institute focused on collecting traditional Palestinian terminology related to
the land, seasons of cultivation, heritage, and urbanization through interviews
and field visits by Tamer youth groups in five Palestinian governorates (Jenin,
Tulkarm, Ramallah, Bethlehem, and Hebron). These young people hiked in the
villages and towns along the Abraham Trail and interviewed inhabitants about
archaeological and historical monuments, special features in these villages, and
the environmental diversity of plants and animals. The information gathered was
then incorporated into educational resources such as info-graphics about the
importance of the olive tree in Palestine, the political, social, and economic role
of the olive tree, and olive tree handicrafts.
An interactive game named “Our Oil in Our Home” was developed and produced
to explain about the three stages of olive harvesting (plowing, harvesting and
pressing), in addition to introducing the tools used in agriculture.
A visual novel was also produced that introduces Palestinian agricultural
heritage, especially traditional agricultural products such as thyme, hibiscus,
and olives, and also agricultural terminology related to the land such as dry
stone fences (reasons for construction, methods, and materials).
The Maqamat brochure produced during the project catalogues shrines in
Palestine, their history, number, type, and the practices, songs, and folk proverbs
associated with them.
To introduce young generations to traditional Palestinian architecture, a model
was made showing Palestinian architecture and its development throughout
history. Short films documented the process of constructing the models, described
the traditional shape of peasant homes and their surroundings, and also showed
the process of building stone fences around agricultural fields. Another film
was produced documenting the journey of a child with her grandfather and their
dialogue about Palestinian architecture and its characteristics.

Heritage Experiential Learning Objects
Marwan Tarazi | Center for Continuing Education at
Birzeit University, Palestine

Heritage experiential learning objects are alternative educational methods that
can raise awareness about heritage in Palestine. Due to the endemic deficits of
the current formal academic system in Palestine, students do not receive cultural
education and therefore, do not value the importance of cultural heritage. The
experiential learning objects can achieve the same aim of structured education
in a different, experimental, inspiring, and stimulating approach. The learning
objects construct relationships and links between curricula objectives and the
everyday life of students. Mathematics into dimensions and distances; chemistry
into recipes and construction materials; geology into colors, textures and
strength; poetry into relations and symbols of home; and geography into villages,
towns and the spaces in between.

Cooperation for Cultural
Heritage Protection

Heritage Preser vation
in Bethlehem City
Enas Shraideh | Bethlehem Municipality
Palestine

Bethlehem Municipality has been
investing in the preservation of local
tangible and intangible cultural heritage.
The municipality implemented several
restoration projects in the historic center
to adapt historic buildings into centers
serving the local community.
The municipality has also carried out
preventive conservation measures
and renovated historic street façades,
such as those in Star Street and its
neighboring streets, to encourage
pedestrian circulation and accessibility.
This was accompanied by large
infrastructural works to meet the needs
of the community.
The municipality has also worked on the economic revitalization of the city
by providing cultural spaces and touristic attractions (Christmas celebrations,
Annual Olive Harvest Festival, Bethlehem Life Festival, Annual Palestine
Marathon, awareness campaigns, and local food and handicrafts). The
municipality also contributed to the establishment of the Joint Services Council
for Tourism Development to set in motion economic development.
The municipality has adopted a legislative framework for the protection and
development of cultural heritage in the city of Bethlehem to create an environment
that promotes cultural heritage. This is accompanied by several awareness
campaigns about the importance of tangible and intangible heritage in the city.
A series of publications were published about the history and architecture of
Bethlehem.

Ramallah Municipality and the preservation and
development of the town’s cultural heritage

Dima Erssan | Ramallah Municipality
Palestine

In the late 1990s, in cooperation with Riwaq, the first plan was drafted for the
preservation and development of the cultural heritage of the Old City of Ramallah.
The boundaries of the historical area were determined and individual historic
buildings were identified. Accordingly, a detailed plan was drafted to form part of
the city’s master plan with provisions for the protection of the Old City core. An
inventory of heritage buildings scattered in the city’s neighborhoods outside the
boundaries of the Old City was drawn up, with an evaluation of each building as
per international standards. The municipality decided to prepare a preservation
plan that would strike a balance between preserving and developing heritage
buildings, in cooperation with the Center for Cultural Heritage Preservation.
A study took place that included an inventory, evaluation, and statement of
significance for 500 buildings inside and outside the Old City, taking into account
the surroundings and the architectural character of the building. However, reality
can differ from theory because the balance between real estate investment and
protection is not always successful. According to Article 35 of Decree Law No. 11
regarding immovable tangible heritage, the protection plan for the Old City and
the individual historic buildings was approved and communicated to the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities for approval. Currently, it is in the process of being
finalized and providing dates for each building within the protection plan as part
of the national register of historic buildings.
The vision for Ramallah is of an optimistic, sustainable, and inclusive city that
is proud of its culture and controls its destiny. Successive municipal councils
will play an essential role in appropriating heritage buildings, restoring them
for social, cultural, and tourist purposes, and attracting community institutions
to concentrate in the Old City area. The Ottoman Court, the Public Services
Center in the Old City, the Tourist Information Center, Hosh Qandah, Dar Al Sa`a,
the Family Garden, Dar Farah, and Dar Jaghab were purchased, restored, and
operated as part of the program to acquire heritage buildings.
To provide an appropriate cultural environment in line with the municipality’s strategy,
the municipality carries out many cultural activities aimed at reviving the Old City,
including Souq al-Harjah, the April Festival, and the Wayne a’ Ramallah Festival.
Tours of the Old City of Ramallah have been created to encourage visitors.

Ramallah Municipality and the preservation and
development of the town’s cultural heritage

Dima Erssan | Ramallah Municipality
Palestine

Collaboration between Bani
Naim and Thoard municipalities

Imad Amro
Palestine

|

Bani Naim Municipality,

The municipality of Bani Naim was keen to give priority to cultural and historical
aspects of its strategic plan, which aims to protect the cultural and historical heritage
of the town. A key aspect of the plan is the opening of more channels of communication
and cooperation with partners at the local, regional, and international levels to recruit
funds and exchange experiences in the preservation of cultural heritage and the
revitalization of the historical center. Bani Naim is an important stop on the Palestine
Heritage Trail, which starts in the north of the West Bank and extends to its southern
tip.
Bani Naim is a member of the Community Tourism Association in the Mediterranean
region. Its municipality participated in the “My Heritage! My Identity!” project, launched
in 2018 to promote the heritage located along the Palestine Heritage Trail. This
participation in the activities and training of the Palestine Heritage Trail, and the field
trips implemented through the “My Heritage! My Identity!” project, have had a positive
impact on international relations, and especially the preservation and protection
of cultural and historical heritage. During a field trip to France, the municipality
established twinning with the French municipality of Thoard. This twinning focuses
on the preservation of cultural heritage and the exchange of experiences between
the Palestinian and French parties. The twinning aims to promote and develop
cultural heritage in Bani Naim, open the town to other cultures, and enhance women’s
participation in all activities, events, and decisions related to cultural heritage in
both countries. The twinning targets young people and organizes reciprocal visits
between the two cities to strengthen relations and exchange experiences in cultural
heritage preservation.
The Bani Naim and Thoard municipalities agreed to establish a cultural center in
Bani Naim in one of the buildings restored in cooperation with Riwaq in the historic
center of Bani Naim. This cultural center will promote the cultural heritage of both
countries, organize exchange experiences, and open communication channels for
cultural exchange. The cultural center will also provide services for tourists following
the Heritage Trail and will promote the values of tolerance and friendship between the
two countries. A heritage museum that displays archaeological findings will reflect the
culture of the town, and tourist facilities and hostels will serve inbound tourists. The
project highlights cultural activities to raise awareness of the importance of tangible
and intangible cultural heritage. These activities are tailored to involve the local
community through the exchange of ideas, plan preparation, and the implementation
of activities.

Collaboration between Bani
Naim and Thoard municipalities

Imad Amro
Palestine

|

Bani Naim Municipality,

Local and International Collaboration in the
Rehabilitation of Al Samou’ Heritage

Wasfi Za’arir | al Samou’ Municipality
Palestine

Cooperation between al Samou’ municipality and various local and European partners
resulted in the restoration of several buildings, capacity building of local workers in
traditional techniques, and the establishment of an online platform that promotes the
cultural heritage of al Samou’. The project originated to fulfill the needs of the local
community through the reuse of abandoned heritage buildings.
The project created an inventory of 102 vernacular buildings and 3D laser scanning
was conducted to allow for an accurate survey for restoration plans. In addition to
the restoration of one courtyard as a cultural center, work took place on 12 buildings,
workers were trained, university students were trained on the restoration and
rehabilitation of historic buildings, and awareness-raising sessions took place to
educate the local community, mainly children, on the importance of cultural heritage.

I N T I QA L 2 0 3 0 co l l a b o rat i ve
i n i t i at i ve
Rafif Al-Amassi & Anthony Dutemple,
Premiere Urgence Internationale,
Palestine

The youth-led initiative INTIQAL2030 is
supported by the French NGO, PUI. The
initiative focuses on Palestinian cultural
heritage as a venue for social-economic
development in Gaza, thereby contributing
to the resilience of Gaza communities.
With an interdisciplinary approach and
innovative partnership, the initiative
explored sustainable management and
access to historic sites, for example,
the use of solar panels as a renewable
electricity resource. The PUI partnership
with the Islamic University and the
University of Palestine in Gaza started in
2017 with work on the Byzantine Church
in Jabalyia and Saint Hilarion Monastery, including a protection, restoration, and
capacity building program, and the promotion of cultural heritage in Gaza.
To ensure a safe space for youth, women, and children to engage in the protection
and development of cultural heritage in Gaza, the INTIQAL2030 initiative
provided opportunities for young people to play a positive role in cultural, social,
and sustainable initiatives in the Gaza Strip. UNESCO and partners worked on a
range of non-physical and educational components at heritage sites, including
training history and archaeology university students on aspects of restoration,
training MOTA personnel in the West Bank and Gaza on mosaic restoration,
training architecture students on 3D photogrammetry techniques, awarenessraising programs by engaging youth in hikes and voluntary activities at historical
sites, and a sketching competition of the Saint Hilarion site by art and architecture
students.

National Legal Frameworks and
Registry: Current Challenges

Status of heritage protection in Palestine
prior to the 2018 Decree Law
Shatha Safi | Riwaq center for Architectural
conservation, Palestine

When we talk about the status of tangible cultural heritage prior to the ratification
of the Palestinian Heritage Law (2018), it is necessary to highlight the threats facing
cultural heritage in Palestine: the lack of resources, awareness, and support for
this sector, plus Israeli measures which threaten the Palestinian identity through
its heritage and its historic fabric. It is also important to acknowledge the work
and efforts of civil society spearheaded by the cultural heritage organizations
(CHOs) working in this sector, namely: Riwaq, the Hebron Rehabilitation
Committee, Taawon, and the Center for Cultural Heritage Preservation. These
four CHOs constitute the foundations of this sector and have explored multiple
methods of protection in the absence of a formal and adequate legal framework
for the protection of cultural heritage.
For decades, Riwaq worked on several levels to ensure protection. The first
was through Riwaq’s Registry of Historic Buildings in Palestine. The Riwaq’s
Registry of 50,320 historic buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is the only
comprehensive documentation of historical buildings since the Ottoman era,
and the only account of Ottoman heritage that is not protected under the earlier
constitutions. In addition, Riwaq deploys programs such as the restoration of
historical buildings as social hubs, the 50-village project, and job creation through
restoration programs that act as actual models for restoration and revitalization
as a key pillar in the socio-economic politico-cultural development of Palestine.
Riwaq has succeeded in restoring more than 130 historic buildings in the West
Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza, in addition to rehabilitating more than 20 historic
centers. Riwaq also worked on developing alternative protection systems for 16
historic centers through the legal frameworks available to the Ministry of Local
Governance and local councils. The plans include modifications to master plans
and protection schemes to be approved by municipal and village councils.
In light of the delay in the implementation of the Palestinian Heritage Law (2018),
we need to focus on exploring various methods of protection such as restoration,
revitalization, and documentation as effective methods of protection.

Digital documentation and the conservation
of Palestinian cultural heritage
Nesma Naseem | Kanaan Association,
Gaza, Palestine

The digital revolution is changing how people know, understand, use, and visit
heritage sites. Nowadays, digital models play a key role in the representation of
the shape, appearance, and conservation of heritage. Geographic information
system (GIS) and 3D representations support in-depth studies by researchers
and users to offer new perspectives to researchers, citizens, researchers, and
creative industries.
Kanaan is a multi-disciplinary initiative by a specialized team for cultural heritage.
Kanaan aims to valorize cultural assets as cultural tourism resources through
user-friendly and stakeholder-relevant e-services. One of Kanaan’s main goals
is to create alternative venues to study, visualize, curate, display, and monitor
tangible cultural heritage. This will eventually lead to improving understanding
of Palestine’s unique cultural diversity and the capacity to communicate
richer narratives. This will strengthen national cohesion and solidarity among
communities and encourage contemporary adaptation of the past. The new
technologies and digital heritage enable new and richer interpretations of
common Palestinian culture while contributing to sustainable economic growth.
To increase the role of ICT tools in preserving cultural heritage in Palestine,
Kanaan engages in digital documentation of cultural heritage sites using GIS
applications, laser scanning, 2D, 3D modeling, a web-based platform, and mobile
application as an interactive database and resources to share the metadata with
the community. The importance of the Kanaan project is in building a sustained
interactive archive and using it in a participatory approach driven by the end
user.
For ICT tools to fulfill their premise, it is important to develop a document
management system for the efficient organization and visualization of the data
related to conservation projects. The objective of the system is to allow for the
interchange of information between different specialists and stakeholders, to
prevent the loss of data over time, and to promote technical awareness to the
general public. In other words, Kanaan aims to expand the digitization of heritage
contents (material and immaterial) not only for documentation, management,
and conservation purposes, but also to expand the access, use, and re-use of
cultural heritage employing digital representations, platforms, smart devices,
social media, and ICT tools.

The legal framework of protec tion of
tangible heritage in Palestine
‘Azza Abu Ghdaib | The Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities, Palestine

Decree Law No. 11 of 2018 defines the scope of protection and preservation
of tangible cultural heritage in Palestine. It also aims to define a mechanism
for registering tangible heritage in a general inventory and the establishment of
the National Register of Tangible Heritage. One of the most important pillars of
preservation in the Decree Law is the discretionary protection of heritage that
dates back to 1917 and earlier, whether on the surface or under the earth or
submerged in its territorial waters, and extending this protection to include more
recent heritage with cultural, economic or natural values.
For the Decree Law to be enforced, the nature and objectives of the National
Register of Tangible Heritage must be defined. Preparing the Register includes
preparation of the general inventory, preparing and publishing the preliminary
lists, presenting it to the public for objections before issuing the final lists and the
heritage registration certificate, which is the document that defines the nature of
the heritage, its importance, and all the information and data related to it.
To test this mechanism, the general inventory phase of historical sites in the town
of ‘Arraba was one of the outputs of the “My Heritage! My Identity!” project as a
pilot that can be extended to other towns. In light of the scarcity of resources
and the acceleration of heritage destruction, areas in the general inventory
must be determined by priority, and there must be joint cooperation between the
parties concerned with heritage, whether governmental or non-governmental, to
implement it.

Decree Law No 11/2018 and U N ESCO
Cultural Conventions
Mohammad Abu Hammad | UNESCO Ramallah
Office, Palestine

Since 2011, the UNESCO Ramallah office has worked closely with the Ministry of
Tourism and Antiquities and provided technical and financial support to update
legislation on tangible cultural heritage in Palestine. This effort culminated in June
2018 with the entry into force of Decree Law No 11/2018 Concerning Tangible
Cultural Heritage following endorsement by the President and publication in the
Official Gazette.
UNESCO’s involvement in this important activity upon the request of the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities was to ensure the alignment of the new Palestinian
legislation with UNESCO conventions in the field of culture, which the State of
Palestine ratified after being admitted as a full member state of UNESCO in 2011.
The Decree Law reflects the important articles of the Hague Convention (1954),
the 1970 Convention on illicit trade of heritage, the World Heritage Convention
(1972), and the 2001 Convention concerning underwater heritage. The Decree
Law provides the legislative tools for the implementation of the conventions to
ensure the effective conservation, management, and promotion of Palestinian
heritage for future generations.

‘Arraba historic center: inventor y
and strateg y pilot projec t
Yara Ramadan and Ghadeer Najjar, “My Heritage!
My Identity!” Project, Palestine

The scope of this project has been to document, register, and promote the cultural
heritage of ‘Arraba, and to work with the municipality to prepare a strategic plan
for the preservation and revitalization of the historic center. As part of the “My
Heritage! My Identity!” project, this is a pilot scheme to make an inventory and
national registry for the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities to follow in their
quest of compiling a national registry of historic buildings as part of the 2018
Heritage Law.
The research and studies carried out with regard to the ‘Arraba historic center
involved historical research into written resources, oral history sessions,
analysis of GIS and AutoCAD maps, examining previous surveys of the historic
center, architectural analysis of the historic center, locating monuments and
spaces of special interest, and identifying threats to the historic center. The
work methodology and proposed means to protect and promote cultural heritage
in ‘Arraba include the re-use of the historic buildings, the provision of in-place
legal framework and by-laws, and valorization of the intangible heritage of
‘Arraba (oral history, folklore, and traditional handicrafts). These proposals were
presented to the municipality for incorporation into the ‘Arraba strategic plan.

Digital technologies and the valorization of
heritage in Palestine
Baseem Mayala, director and audio-visual
content creator | InterTech, Palestine

The documentary, which was created through the “My Heritage! My Identity!”
project, is an example of the possibilities and potential in the use of cutting edge
technologies to promote cultural heritage in Palestine. Advanced technology
such as 360-degree video can be used in the documentation of archeological
sites and monuments in Palestine, and can be used to enhance understanding of
the spatial and historical composition of sites.

The effec ts of the Corona pandemic
on the tourism and travel sec tor
Osama Staiti | Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities,
Palestine

The Corona pandemic has had major economic repercussions that differ from
previous crises. Therefore, tangible policies are required to help the economic
sector overcome the period of this epidemic while preserving the integrity
of economic and financial relations between workers, businesses, lenders,
borrowers, suppliers, and users. In this way, activities can recover as soon as the
pandemic ends. In light of the pandemic, a Palestinian trust must be developed to
ease future crises and disasters that may affect the tourism sector.
The Coronavirus pandemic has had major consequences on GDP, which
contracted in 2020 by at least 5.7% compared to 2019. The tourism sector was
one of the most affected sectors; the number of travelers decreased by 57% and
tourists by 66% compared to 2019. It seems that this bleak picture of the tourism
sector will continue for a period of one to three years after the pandemic and
the resumption of work in the sector. Restoring confidence in the tourism and
travel system requires multiple measures that ensure the safety of travelers
without excessive measures and confusion resulting from the disparity of safety
procedures between countries. The recovery of the tourism sector also requires
direct and indirect financial support, the development of health measures and
standards for travelers, and the classification of travelers according to the risk
they pose, in addition to the use of information technology to integrate travelers’
bookings with their biometric data.

The role of ICCROM-Sharjah in heritage
preservation in the Arab world

Zaki Aslan | ICCROM-Sharjah,
UAE

ICCROM-Sharjah has been involved in heritage preservation and conservation in the
Arab region through various programs and initiatives. These programs include think
tanks and policy studies, knowledge dissemination, building capacities and education
of professionals, as well as outreach and advocacy programs. The organization has
also provided first aid to cultural heritage during times of conflict and risk management
for countries like Syria, Yemen, Libya, and Lebanon. The role of organizations like
ICCROM-Sharjah is integral to governmental and non-governmental efforts to
preserve the rich heritage of the region.

Heritage Preservation and
Promotion in the Arab World

Palestine Modern: Towards
expanding the notion of heritage

Khaldun Bshara | Riwaq center for
architectural conservation, Palestine

We need to problematize the confined limits of the notion of heritage as it is defined
and practiced in Palestine. This is a call for expanding the current notion of heritage
to respond to the local potential and struggles. The Palestinian Heritage Law (2018)
does not take into consideration the desire to depart from the universal (Eurocentric)
notion of heritage towards embracing a more localized value system. The historical
dimension, which is the main criteria of the 2018 Heritage Law, albeit important, does
not take into consideration emerging conservation concepts that have neither grand
narratives nor unified aesthetics, but rather indigenous value systems.
The 2018 Palestinian Tangible Heritage Law does not protect Palestine’s modern
architecture, constructed mainly between 1917 and 1967. This is an example of a
missed opportunity to locate Palestine within a larger geographic context and a
variety of approaches to space and architecture. We need to make explicit the work of
pioneering Palestinian architects and the contributions of Arab architects to Palestine’s
built environment (mainly in the second half of the 20th century). Nonetheless, we need
to account for the colonial-era architecture (especially public buildings including the
infamous Tegart castles and police stations 1938-1942), and the Palestinian refugee
camps (58 refugee camps which were constructed in Palestine, Jordan, Syria, and
Lebanon after the 1948 and 1967 Wars to accommodate displaced Palestinians).
These and more examples re-write Palestinian borders and history, and question
the notion of heritage that falls short of capturing indigenous practices as part of the
continuous quest for change.

Preservation of post-industrial
architecture in Jordan

Rami Daher | TURATH: Architecture and
Urban Design Consultants, Jordan

Culture, cultural heritage in general and industrial heritage in particular, is marginalized
in the entire Arab world. The post-industrial architecture includes watermills, soap
factories, power plants, water projects, and projects related to agriculture. This
architecture was part of a nation-building project following the end of colonization.
The definition of cultural heritage in the Arab world does not consider post-industrial
structures as heritage, usually leading to their destruction. The experience in Jordan
shows that the adaptive re-use of modern industrial heritage in the Arab world can
bring a new future for these structures and can provide communities with spaces
necessary for their cultural reproduction.

The recovery of Beirut heritage
after the 2020 blast

Jean Yasmine | the Beirut Built Heritage
Rescue 2020, Lebanon

The blast of August 4th, 2020, severely damaged numerous constructions, many
of which constitute a rich architectural heritage with both social and aesthetic
significance beyond their historical value, and left an unquestionable impact on the
cityscape of Beirut. The damaged houses are not isolated structures; they belong
to the rare remaining historical quarters and clusters in Beirut. As such, they are an
essential part of its collective memory and history. The economic benefit that this
heritage generates is significant since these historical quarters are the main tourist
attractions in the city.
Following the blast, an urgent assessment of the built heritage was launched to
assure the safety of the inhabitants, and to save and rescue the endangered built
heritage of Beirut. A team of forty architectural heritage experts, all graduated by the
Centre of Restoration and Conservation (CRC, Lebanese University), was specifically
tailored and put under the leadership of the Directorate General of Antiquities (DGA) for
rescuing the built heritage. This initiative is entitled “Beirut Built Heritage Rescue 2020”
(BBHR2020). In collaboration with governmental and non-governmental partners, the
tasks performed by BBHR2020 in the recovery process are diverse: preparation of an
action plan, 3D/ photogrammetry documentation, preparation of technical restoration
dossiers or technical dossiers of preventive conservation/sheltering, assisting in
the procurement and supervision restorations, creation within BBHR2020 of a unit
to assist NGOs, coordination between DGA and NGOs, preparation of an “Adopt a
house” catalogue and working with UNHCR in a housing restoration campaign.
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Palestinian cultural heritage i n N a z a r e t h :
a script for disappearance

Razan Al-Zoubi | Studio MOZAYAN,
Nazareth, Palestine

To understand the state of preservation of architectural heritage in historic Palestine, it
is necessary to highlight the absence and disappearance of cultural and architectural
heritage under the pressure of urbanization and an absence of awareness, in
addition to racial and discriminatory colonial measures. The city of Nazareth in
northern Palestine, just like the towns and villages in the Palestinian Galilee, faces
many challenges that affect the state of preservation and protection of Palestinian
cultural heritage. The decline of heritage lies in an absence of awareness of the
importance of cultural heritage at the political level. The State of Israel has no interest
in Palestinian heritage, while Arab movements and parties marginalize heritage work
and focus on political issues and human survival tactics. The general population
is preoccupied by daily affairs and concerns, and view restoration from an Israeli
perspective as a costly and luxurious process. Local authorities lack the human and
financial resources to shoulder the burden of protecting and developing architectural
heritage in light of the policies of spatial isolation, the continuous encroachment of
settlements, preoccupation with infrastructure concerns, and housing the natural
increase in the Arab population. Palestinian professionals and academics graduate
from Israeli institutions where the colonial education system produces architects,
planners and disciplined academics who care about standards, modern aesthetics,
and functionalism, rather than the historical processes of space and architecture in
Palestinian towns.
Despite the bleak picture of the political, social, and cultural situation in the Palestinian
Galilee, the poor state of preservation of historic buildings and towns, and the great
challenges that exist, we have witnessed increased individual initiatives. There is
greater awareness of the importance of the cultural and architectural heritage, local
aesthetics, and indigenous traditions of the city of Nazareth. These initiatives embody
a passion to revive the city and restore its joy and spirit with perseverance to face
the challenges in material, societal, and political life. We also notice an active youth
movement that is keen to restore confidence and hope to the people of Nazareth
through the protection and restoration of buildings, palaces, and abandoned shops.
The success and efficacy of individual initiatives provide alternative models for
revitalization in the face of the failure of grand narratives and large institutions to
restore life to the Old City.

The return of the soul: the
rehabilitation of Stoppelaere House

Shaima Shaheen | Tariq Wali Center,
Luxor, Egypt

The famous architect, Hassan Fathy, designed Stoppelaere House for an Orientalist who
worked to preserve the Theban Necropolis in the mid-twentieth century. Stoppelaere
House was a space associated with the preservation of heritage, and one of the stations
for transferring the experience of the Orientalists to the Egyptian cadres at that time.
The rehabilitation of the building and the preservation of its heritage was completed by
re-employing the building as a center for training on documentation techniques. This
combined preservation of the building’s heritage and value with its use for an educational
purpose contributes to the revival of the whole experience and the sustainability of the
idea of the building and its functional content.
The Stoppelaere House project aims to evoke the historical and architectural value
of the house, and provide a model for the protection of heritage buildings, especially
unregistered historic buildings. The project provides a model for the development of the
local community through training in crafts, restoration and construction techniques, or
training in documentation techniques. Sustainability is achieved through the reuse of a
heritage building, and it provides a model for teamwork, the exchange of experiences,

The return of the soul: the rehabilitation of
Stoppelaere House

Shaima Shaheen | Tariq Wali Center,
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and project implementation by workers and craftsmen from the local community who
were trained during the restoration and rehabilitation processes.
The restoration succeeded in preserving Hassan Fathy’s legacy. It also achieved a
balance between cultural and material values, and achieved economic feasibility and
societal developmental returns. The project renewed the original activity of the house in a
contemporary way, achieving the functional compatibility of the traditional architecture of
the building while succeeding in reviving the heritage building system (owner, architect,
and craftsman). This model aimed to bridge the gap that separates people, structures,
and the professional architect, thus activating the societal role of sustainable architecture
based on practical and effective participation, following Hassan Fathy’s methodology.
The progress of nations and societies hinges on their respect for their heritage and
identity, without stagnation in the past at the expense of the present, or abandoning
and demolishing heritage for the sake of the future. However, the issue remains as to
how to achieve a calculated balance in the present between respect for heritage and
looking forward. This dialectic - architectural innovation that respects heritage with
the succession of generations and times, while at the same time fulfilling new societal
demands with the changes of the age - will continue to trouble preservation actors under
conditions of modernization with its intellectual, material, and subjective elements.

Social activities of architecture and
design and the effect on learning

Muhammad Al-Mashharawi
Saudi Arabia
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ArchiNet

The Arab region has witnessed remarkable development in the fields of architecture and
design, from heritage preservation and revival projects to massive modern projects, in
addition to the distinguished academic competition in various Arab countries. With the
great variety of paths and professions in which architecture and design graduates can
work, it is often difficult to get started. The work in this field represents a major ongoing
challenge and creates a burden on practitioners that does not give space to participate in
scientific and creative activities and events. This pattern of working life has created a gap
between students, recent graduates, highly experienced practitioners, and academics.
Poor means of communication between them and the lack of activities and events in the
region have led to the widening of the gap even more.
The ArchiNet platform (a network of architects and interior designers) began in the city
of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia in 2017. It held various activities thanks to the personal efforts of
its founders and members in different cities of the Kingdom. It is social and professional
in nature, bringing together specialists and allowing them to communicate and discuss
challenges. Professionals meet and share their experiences in these meetings.
Empowering creative people is one of the most important goals of ArchiNet; the platform
was organized and developed to include everyone who has a contribution to achieve the
greatest possible benefit for this collaborative community.
Through its continuous work over the years, ArchiNet has been able to form strong links
and effective relationships among specialists, academics, and students in specialized
fields to provide them with various opportunities for workshops conducted by employees
of educational institutions, companies, suppliers, and factories. The platform’s dedication
to the heritage aspect of architecture was seen in several visits to heritage sites in the
Kingdom to raise awareness of the importance of learning about the concepts of historic
buildings, harmony with nature, and developing environmentally friendly modern building
techniques.

H e r i t a g e = Pe o p l e :
E m p o w e r i n g co m m u n i t i e s
t h ro u g h i nve s t i n g i n yo u t h
Alessio Re
Italy

The Role of Civil Society in Heritage
Preservation and Promotion in Europe

| Fondazione Santagata

We do not protect heritage for heritage
itself. We do it for the people. I recently
saw a picture of a church in Syria, a
country, as we all know, sadly affected
by an almost ten-year civil war. It is a
picture of a church, the remains of a
church, a little bit more than the base of
the four perimeter walls. It shows a place
full of people gathering, I presume, for a
ceremony. What do we talk about when
we talk about heritage? Is it the remaining
walls? Or is it about the people’s
recognition of the space?
Cultural heritage, in both its tangible and
intangible expressions, is not only what
we can see. It is a complex web of values, meanings, beliefs, and relationships a source of identity. We cannot have heritage without people. What we consider
now as heritage was made by people and served a particular function in their
lives.
This pushes all of us to go beyond the so-called “community-based approaches”
in dealing with heritage protection and management. Working on heritage does
not simply mean activating participation, generating involvement, and developing
an audience. It is much more than this; it is understanding the role of heritage
in our social organization and our economy, i.e., in our daily life. To consider
heritage as something detached from community life is an inadequate approach
and leads to a great loss of opportunities.
Considering heritage as something alive, even if inherited from an ancient past,
requires a constant process of improvement of the awareness and capacities of
each individual, for which education plays a crucial role. Investing in heritage
means investing in people, and especially in the youth who represent the next
generations of professionals and users.
The Fondazione Santagata for the Economics of Culture recently launched an
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initiative called “YES! Youth Empowerment for Sustainability”, a program of
informal education directed to youth aged between 15 and 18 years of age.
The program aims to enhance the territorial cultural capital of places and to
accelerate communities’ development, embedding these two goals within the
involvement of youth in the transmission of cultural practices.
Through the Monviso UNESCO Trans-boundary Biosphere Youth Camp, young
people are engaged in interactive learning activities aimed at understanding the
values associated with local cultural, natural, and communitarian resources. All
the activities are developed in close relation with local players, like craftsmen
preserving traditional techniques, local cultural organizations promoting tourism,
and traditional agro-ecological activities, to encourage intergenerational
exchange and knowledge transmission.
In a logic of bottom-up activation, the young people are involved in formulating
common proposals in a participatory manner, addressing them to community
leaders to enable them to better comply with the demands and expectations of
future generations. Such programs, which were already implemented in the Lanzo
Valleys, close to Turin, in the Miramare UNESCO Marine Biosphere Reserve,
and the Sacred Mountain of Crea World Heritage site, proved to be effective
in the adoption of alternative narratives of community values, in promoting the
knowledge and transmission of local cultural heritage, in facilitating crossgenerational and cross-sectorial dialogue, and in the revived capacity to set up
international cooperation initiatives. The promising results obtained with these
experiences led to the planning of a youth-dedicated international workshop
entitled “Youth Engagement in UNESCO designated sites”, in close collaboration
with the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe which aims
to enhance tools to unveil the potential of valorizing UNESCO designated sites
and communities as inclusive learning environments.
Recalling the picture of the church I mentioned at the beginning, it is clear that
heritage goes beyond walls, and beyond the present time, to a better future.
That is why the protection of heritage should be a common duty for everyone,
everywhere in the world, for its historical meaning but also, and this is much
more important, for giving us the opportunity of a better future. With this aim,
we started, together with several individual and institutional friends, an initiative
entitled “Heritage: Beyond Walls.” The project aims to establish an information
channel targeted at Syrian university students in cultural heritage-related
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disciplines. This is to contribute to improving access to knowledge resources,
breaking isolation, encouraging sharing and discussion, and raising awareness
and capacities towards cultural heritage as a resource for recovery, peace
building, and development. This is a little thing which I feel to be somehow due
to those people reminding us of what really heritage is and what it is for. I hope
it serves them, their daughter and sons especially, who will have the due and
the privilege to recover - not just physically - their places after the destruction.

Civil society in motion
Fabrice Duffaud
France
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Union REMPART,

Groupings and associations are increasingly taking the form of voluntarism and
a hands-on approach to heritage preservation in what appears to be a global
trend. Europe changed greatly in the last fifteen years regarding civil society
involvement in heritage. There are a multitude of heritage associations in the
form of NGOs that have assumed huge responsibilities in heritage protection and
management. The greater the number of volunteers and heritage associations,
the greater the influence on decisions and change. Civil society is a mirror of
the state of democracy; for example, while there are more than 6000 heritage
associations in France, China has no more than three. In the UK, charities are
formed as a counterpart to the formation of associations in France. Voluntarism
in heritage is not a recent phenomenon; it started in 19th century Europe with the
emergence of heritage concepts and gained momentum in the early 20th century
with heritage and youth camps.
Heritage voluntarism was boosted in the 1960s and 1970s. In recent times,
there has been a surge in civil society involvement in space and heritage. The
notion of voluntarism spread from Western Europe to Eastern Europe (with the
democratization of states following the fall of the Berlin Wall), and later to the rest
of the world (depending on the level of freedom of associations and grouping).
Volunteering in heritage has changed in scale, starting with local, to national,
to regional, and then going global. This voluntarism assumed different shapes:
institutional, skill-building, educational or militancy to name but a few. REMPART
is one of these associations that works in heritage conservation by forming
many local associations nationwide to improve citizenship through heritage
awareness. Each chapter or group has a strong link to a site and chooses a
scope, an interest, and reach of work (volunteering, providing guidance and
tools, promoting traditional techniques and life experience, cooperative
actions, creating spaces, welcoming volunteers). This model allows for broad
involvement: for example, in one year more than 360 missions, 3550 volunteers,
and 311 camps were organized. For REMPART, a successful project is one that
lasts, has a strong relationship to heritage sites, has a strong meaning for the
community, is useful, and has a strong identity.

Sharing knowledge and preserving landscapes in
the Basilicata region, southern Italy

Antonio Graziadei | Paesaggi Meridiani,
Italy

The experiences of “Ecomuseo del paesaggio di Tito” and the “Rete Degli Ecomusei dei
paesaggi Arabi di Basilicata” conducted by Paesaggi Meridiani since 2017 represent
the very first experiments in ecomuseums in the Basilicata region of southern Italy. The
projects deal with central areas, small marginalized villages suffering from depopulation,
new rural migrations, the abandonment of many historical villages whose very survival
as urban realities is threatened, along with their role as keepers of memories and
safeguarders of territory. The “Ecomuseo del paesaggio di Tito” involves an area with
about 7000 inhabitants. The “Rete Degli Ecomusei dei paesaggi Arabi di Basilicata” has
a little more than 1000 inhabitants in Pietrapertosa, and 5000 in Tricarico and Tursi, with
scenery of great beauty and diversity.
The Basilicata region and its landscape have been under heavy attack for years from
both oil extraction and the extreme and speculative proliferation of wind farms.
The leading theme of our work is the rediscovery and promotion of local heritage by
rethinking knowledge as a tool for the management of landscapes. Both experiences
have been based on participation by local communities in public meetings, walks,
children’s activities, and community workshops to discuss and map the elements of local
heritage. We are ambitious to make ecomuseums and to safeguard territories against
abandonment, and the loss of both knowledge and heritage. Of course, we are talking
about a very long process whose realization is closely connected to the development
of a “consciousness of place”, an awareness of the value of common territorial goods.
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