
Since the Nakba, the long years of Palestinians 
resisting the Israeli occupation of their land have 
charged this tree with an abundance of meaning 
and have rendered it an icon and symbol. The 
oleo-culture sector has undergone a remarkable 
degradation since 1967, as the Israeli military 
and civil authorities control the laws applicable to 
Palestinians and exploit their agricultural lands.

Masar Ibrahim al-Khalil is a long distance, 
cultural walking trail in Palestine. The 
route is 330 km long and extends from 
the village of Rumana northwest of Jenin 
to Beit Mirsim southwest of Al Haram al-
Ibrahimi (Ibrahimi Mosque) in Hebron. The 
trail passes through 53 cities and villages 
where hikers, walkers and travelers can 
experience the legendary Palestinian 
hospitality.

The evergreen olive tree and its oil have 
been symbolic to Mediterranean societies 
for centuries. 

Olives were mainly cultivated for their oil 
that was utilized daily for lighting and for 
dietary consumption. Olive oil has been 
used to light dwellings and for offerings 
when lamps were lit in churches and 
mosques. 

There is a particularity in olive oil which 
makes it essential to soap production 
and much more suitable than other 
oils. Olive oil was the main raw material 
used for artisanal production of soap. 

Today, in most Palestinian villages old 
olive trees are referred to as zeitūn rumi, 
Roman olives. This designation does 
not necessarily mean that the tree dates 
to the Roman Period; rather, it is a way 
to express that the tree is very old and 
likely dates back to ancient times. 

Around 30 soap factories were 
once located in the old city of 
Nablus; only a few of them still 
produce small amounts of soap 
that are produced mostly from 
imported Spanish olive oil.
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Most of the rural areas in 
this locality are very much in 
danger of being annexed by 
settlements; agricultural lands 
suffer constant violation of 
their very old olive trees, and 
farmers are not allowed to 
reach their lands during most 
months of the year. 

Oldest olive trees in the world 
(supposedly 5,000 years old) in 
Al-Walaja village.

Tel Rumeida “Roman Olives” 
overlook the well-known and 
heavily disputed site Al-Haram 
Al-Ibrahimi.
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not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union

In 2018, the European Union provided a grant to fund a project entitled “My Heritage! My Identity!” in Palestine. The project is being jointly implemented by four partners: AFRAT - France (www.afrat.com), Bethlehem University / Institute for Community Partnership -  
Palestine (www.bethlehem.edu), Palestinian Center for Rapprochement between People - Palestine (www.pcr.ps) and TÉTRAKTYS - France (www.tetraktys-association.org). It aims to contribute to preserving and promoting cultural heritage located along the community-based walking 
Masār Ibrāhīm (trail) in Palestine, in an effort to enhance Palestinian citizenship and identity. What’s more, the project offers activities that will contribute to the cohesion between the Palestinian people. It promotes inclusion and trust, and aims to create a sense of belonging in order to 

positively influence relations among the diverse groups in Palestinian society. For more information on the project, please visit the project website at the following link: www.myheritage.ps and the Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/myheritagemyidentity


